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K9 Ru diger Retires & Undergoes Surgery 
On October 12, 2021,  Grass Valley Police Department K9 Rüdiger was officially 
retired from service.  Although K9 Rüdiger gave it his all to recover from his back 
injury, it was evident to his handler Officer Cloyd that Rüdiger was working through 
the pain.  In September 2020, Rudiger woke up and was having difficulty moving 
his hind legs.  After a series of tests at both Four Paws Animal Clinic and UC Davis, it 
was determined that K9 Rüdiger suffered from a herniated disc and required back 
surgery.  K9 Rüdiger underwent surgery 
on December 16, 2020 to repair the 
disc and progressed in his healing and 
appeared to be fit for duty and was 
excited to work alongside his partner 
once again.    Things seemed to be go-
ing well until midsummer, when K9 
Rudiger started to hesitate to jump in 

the patrol car.  It was soon after this, that Officer Cloyd could tell that 
Rudiger appeared to be in pain and he was powering through the pain as his 
drive for service was so strong.   In September 2021, a visit to UC Davis con-
firmed Officer Cloyd’s observation and it was advised that Rudiger not be 
allowed to work any longer.  The risk of a major life threatening injury was 
too strong.  In order to allow Rudiger to live out his best life, the department 
retired Rudiger on October 12, 2021 at a ceremony at City Hall surrounded 
by family and friends.  Rudiger will spend his retirement life with the family 

he loves and his best friend and forever partner Officer Cloyd.   

K9 Rudiger was placed on medication to help relieve the pain 
and underwent  spinal surgery in late January to fuse vertebrae 
to relieve the ongoing pain.  Rüdiger Foundation is committed 
to providing care throughout Rüdiger's retirement but these 
unexpected medical costs can be challenging.   Donations can 
be made at our website  to help make his lifelong care possible.   
We are very fortunate to have veterinary expertise from Four 
Paws Animal Clinic in Nevada City and UC Davis Veterinary Hos-
pital who have been steadfast in providing care to Rudiger 
throughout his career and now into retirement.    
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Officer Cloyd and K9 Rüdiger at the 2021 Wizard of Paws event 

Rüdiger being his fun-loving self 



In September 2021,  Rüdiger Foundation welcomed its’ sixth K9 Officer to the Rüdiger Family 
by providing $38K to the Nevada County Sheriff’s Office for the acquisition of K9 Vito.   K9 Vito 
marks the 2nd K9 Officer in the Sheriff’s Office since 1989.   
 

It is not easy to become a K9 Team.  K9 officers and their handlers undergo an intense training 
program and must pass multiple tests to become certified for patrol.  K9 Vito and his partner 
Deputy King, performed very well, earning their certifications in December 2021 allowing them 
to join K9 Ranger and Deputy Stanis in patrolling Nevada County, bringing further community 
and officer safety and providing mutual aid to other jurisdictions.   Only a few short weeks into 
being on duty, K9 Vito and Deputy King helped apprehend a suspect through a surrender,  
demonstrating the main role of  these K9 partners to de-escalate potentially dangerous situa-
tions.   
 

K9 Vito is a two-year old Belgian Malinois who was born January 9, 2020 in the Netherlands.  
K9 Vito is full of personality and enjoys just about any toy he is given.  Vito loves attention and 
loves to show his affection to his friends and family by leaning into their legs with his full body 
weight.  K9 Vito is a big boy so balance yourself before meeting him. When not working or 
training, Vito spends his time with Deputy King and his family.   This last month, he even got a 
brief vacation with his partner and enjoyed the 
northern coast, testing out his beachcomber 
skills.  
 

Deputy King notes,  “I am honored to have been chosen as a K9 Handler and to 
have been partnered with such a great and loyal K9 partner. Vito and I have been 
training hard in preparation to serve our community.  We have really bonded 
well and are working well as a unit.  We are so grateful for Rudiger Foundation 
and the community support received to make this happen. “ 

Deputy King and K9 Vito 
 

K9 Vito (pictured with Deputy 
King) is a 2-year old Belgian 

Malinois who was born Janu-
ary 9, 2020, in the Nether-

lands  

K9 Ranger—Present for Duty  

It has been close to 18 months since 
Deputy Stanis and K9 Ranger  were cer-
tified as a K9 team becoming the Neva-
da County Sheriff’s 1st K9 team since 
1989.    
 

Ranger, the 4 year old Shepherd has 
matured quite a bit over these last 18 
months, gaining in stature and size  and 
losing his puppy goofiness although still 
a fun, friendly dog to most who meet 
him.  Beware though, you will come 
away with a case of the dog furries after 
Ranger has graced you with his famous 
lean on me routine.    
 

Deputy Stanis and K9 Ranger have be-
come quite the bonded team attending 
intense trainings together to make sure 
that they stay at the top of their game.  
The K9 team train in a variety of disci-
plines and this last year, K9 Ranger was 
certified in gun detection.  Although not 
an easy task, Ranger performed well 
and will bring these vital skills to the 

community.   
 

Just as these K9s work hard, they play 
hard too. K9 Ranger injured his foot 
recently which took him off duty for 
about a month.  But you can never keep 
a good dog down for long and within 
hours of being back in service, he was 
instrumental in the successful appre-
hension of a dangerous suspect.   
 

Since day one, the team has hit the 
ground running and have been respond-
ing to calls for service expanding the 
entire county.  A K9 is used in situations 
that can be dangerous for officers to 
navigate, often times resulting in a sus-
pect surrendering before a deployment 
while other times,  K9s are needed to 
assist in arrests for situations that could 
have turned dangerous very quickly.   
The end goal is for the safety of all in-
volved and to deescalate as many situa-
tions as possible.  Community and 
officer safety is always the priority.   
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NCSO K9 Ranger and Deputy Stanis 

     Nevada County Sheriff’s Office Welcomes K9 Vito  



BIRTHDAYS  

K9 Rüdiger: February 15, 2014 
Retired Grass Valley Police Department 
 

K9 Miro: February 29, 2015 
Retired California State Parks  
 

K9 Kano: September 30, 2015 
Grass Valley Police Department 
 

K9 Ranger: September 30, 2017 
Nevada County Sheriff’s Office 
 

K9 Ivan: September 26, 2019 
California State Parks  
 

K9 Vito :  January 9, 2020 
Nevada County Sheriff’s Office 

State Parks K9 Ivan and Miro 
Our two State Parks K9 rangers, K9 Ivan (active) and K9 Miro (retired) are enjoying 
their brotherhood together with their handler Ranger Gilbertson.  K9 Miro was retired 
in 2019 due to his diagnosis of  myasthenia gravis, a disease in which there is a mal-
function in the transmission of signals between the nerves and muscles. This causes 
muscle weakness, and an inability to walk or run properly, as well as potentially debili-
tating neuromuscular disorders..  But this diagnosis did not slow this K9 down.  With 
the help of top veterinarians at UC Davis, K9 Miro did not become a statistic of this 
disease but overcame it against all odds and is now fully enjoying his retired life, albeit 
a few pounds heavier.   He likes to spend his days with his new best friends, Ranger 

Gilbertson’s grandson and Black 
Jack the cat.   
When K9 Ivan is not on patrol, 
you can find the two living the 
good life at Empire Mine State 
Park.  K9 Ivan was brought into 
to actively serve in the Nevada 
County jurisdiction when K9 
Miro was officially retired.   K9 
Ivan is a true water dog which has made him the perfect partner for Rang-
er Gilbertson as they patrol our Yuba River Parks.   There are few times 
that you will find K9 Ivan staying dry.   
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On August 3, 2021 the community came together for the National 
Night Out.  National Night Out is an annual community-building 
campaign, celebrated by millions of communities across the nation 
and worldwide, that promotes police-community partnerships and 
neighborhood camaraderie to make neighborhoods safer, more 
caring places to live and provides a great opportunity to bring po-
lice and neighbors together under positive circumstances. 
 

Each 1st Tuesday of August, neighborhoods host block parties, 
festivals, parades, cookouts and various other community events 
with safety demonstrations, seminars, youth events, visits from 
emergency personnel, exhibits and much, much more.  
 

Nevada County celebrates by holding the annual color run for an 
evening full of vibrant colors, smiling faces and fun for people of all 
ages!   

Rudiger Foundation attends to 
educate the community on the 
importance of K9 officers and of 
course, to introduce our local 
celebrity teams.  Although we 
like to consider ourselves a draw 
for the attendees, we know who 
they really come out to see and 
the K9 teams never disappoint.   
Mark your calendar for  the 1st 
Tuesday in August so that you 
can experience a true sense of 
“community” at National Night 
Out.   

The color run: Fun for all ages!  
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National Night Out 

K9 Miro enjoying the life of  

leisure with best friend Black Jack 

Our K9 Teams at National night Out 

K9 Ivan at Bridgeport—South Yuba River 



Save the Date 

What: Paw & Order Dinner & Auction   

When: September 23, 2022 

Where:  Miners Foundry  

"Everything you can imagine is real." -- Pablo Picasso      

The 2021 Paw & Order Event Pivots to a  
drive thru the Emerald Forest ! 

Rüdiger Foundation’s Annual Paw & Order Dinner and Auction “Wizard of Paws” was 

held on Friday, September 24, 2021 at Miners Foundry in Nevada City.  Although ini-

tially planned for an in-person event, to err on the side of safety for all, the event piv-

oted to a drive thru event, where guests were whisked off to see the wizard and fol-

lowed the yellow brick road.  From the moment guests entered the site, they were 

greeted by Dorothy, Tin Man, Scarecrow, the Cowardly Lion and a witch or two and 

then whisked away to the Land of Paws.    

As they meandered through the Emerald Forest and field of poppies, guests were giv-

en the opportunity to interact with the K9 Officers and their handlers before flying 

away with a delicious meal prepared especially by Chef Antonio Ayestaran, Rüdiger 

Foundation’s official caterer.    

As Rudiger Foundation’s sole fundraising event, the success of this event is imperative 

to the continued success of the organization.  The spectacular silent and live auctions 

and great food and company 

make it a worthwhile event in 

so many ways.  We hope to 

see you next year as the 2022  

Paw & Order Dinner and Auc-

tion “Diamonds in the RüF” 

will not disappoint.  Mark your 

calendar for September 23, 

2022 and we will see you 

there!  
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*Wizard of Paws artwork created  

by Jerianne VanDijk 

K9 Units at the 2021 Paw & Order Event   

(pictured left to right: K9 Ivan and Ranger 

Gilbertson:  Retired K9 Miro and Joe 

Gilbertson:  K9 Ranger and Deputies Stanis 

and King.   



Each year around 
Thanksgiving,  non
-profits around 
the globe gear up 
for their annual 
giving letter.   This 
letter allows non-
profits to tell their 
story and to pro-
vide donors an 
opportunity be-
fore the end of 
the tax year, to 
give to the non-
profit of their 
choosing.  The 
funds raised help 
sustain the mis-
sion of an organi-
zation and put 
them in a better 
planning place for 
their new year 
budgeting.   
 

Rüdiger Founda-
tion has taken a 
bit of a different 
approach to the 

annual giving letter and sends out a well thought out Grati-
tude card.  The star of the card is a K9 officer that is support-
ed year-round by the many generous supporters that give to 
the organization.   This year, we have captured K9 Ivan in his 
element.  As a patrol K9 for the California State Parks, K9 Ivan 
spend s his days patrolling our State parks here in Nevada 
County, K9 Ivan is truly is a water loving dog.  He can be 
found in the summertime, with his partner Ranger Gilbert-
son,  cooling off or chasing a stick into the beautiful waters of 
the Yuba River.   
 

Donations are the life blood of Rüdiger Foundation.  These 
donations are used annually to sustain our K9 officer pro-
grams, supplying the agencies with equipment like K9 vests 
for safety, highly rated dog crates and climate control sys-
tems for the vehicles.  We provide for emergency vet care, 
initial and on-going required training,  board and care and 
start-up costs for new and replacement K9s.  The costs to 
acquire a K9 is approximately $100k and to sustain the K9s is 
approximately $20k/year, not including emergency care, or 
unanticipated injuries or retirement.    Emergency vet care 
can be quite expensive and Rudiger Foundation has been 
able to provide the funding for this care for a number of our 

K9s over the years.  This last year has been quite challenging 
without the ability to hold our normal Annual Fundraiser.   
The organization counts on the funds raised through this 
event to have enough reserves to provide for whatever situa-
tion may arise.   With the retirement of K9 Miro due to medi-
cal issues and most recently the retirement of K9 Rüdiger due 
to medical issues,  the organization has expended over $20k 
in medical costs with more to come as K9 Rudiger is set for 
his final spial fusion surgery in late January.   
 

We at RüF have been so fortunate with our dedicated and 
loyal supporters, who have been there to help us reach our 
mission every year.  We could not be more grateful for the 
love that our community provides.  We have grown from an 
organization that was created to bring a K9 program to our 
community, to an organization that has helped acquire 6 K9 
officers for Nevada County with one more coming aboard in 
2022.   
 

We know that everyone has options as to where they will 
give.   This season we are hopeful that RüF will make that 
giving list and that our community will see that we have cre-
ated an organization that is trustworthy, a steward of donor 
funds and that our 
mission of provid-
ing community 
and officer safety 
rings with more 
and more people 
each year.   
 

If you are looking 
for a valuable or-
ganization to sup-
port, now and into 
the future, consid-
er a donation to-
day, include us in 
your estate plan-
ning  or become a 
volunteer because 
K9 officers save 
lives and we are 
proud to make K9 
officer programs 
PAWSible!   
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Annual Giving Helps Sustain K9 Programs  



The vision of a K9 program in Nevada County started in 2015 with our founder 
Nevada City Police Chief Tim Foley.  Our story began when K9 Rüdiger joined 
Nevada City Police Department in 2016, as the first ever 100% fully funded K9 
Officer.  Now, five years later, with the help of an outstanding, supportive and 
generous community, the Rüdiger Foundation has helped fund six K9 officers for 
Nevada County Law Enforcement with the seventh planned in 2022.  
 
We at Rüdiger Foundation are truly grateful to this community, our supporters, 
our law enforcement partners and our founders for allowing our story to contin-
ue and flourish.  We look forward to this continued partnership, a partnership 
that will lead us into the future for a safer, healthier community made stronger 
by its K9 programs.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Tina Vernon  
Rüdiger Foundation President  

Thank you for your Support  

Rüdiger Foundation  

The Mission of the Rüdiger 
Foundation is to provide local 

law enforcement with K9  
resources that demonstrate 

and enhance an appreciated, 
supportive work environment, 

encourage constituency  
education and connectivity, 
and foster a safer, healthier 

community.   
 

Vision:  
A thriving relationship  

between a community and its 
law enforcement;  

fostered, supported, and made 
safer by its K9 program. 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Ru diger Foundation  

PO Box 2174 

Nevada City CA 95959 
 

E-mail: president@rufk9.org 

 


